
It’s Not What, It’s How 
1 Corinthians 13:1-7 

1.  Work on Who You Are BEFORE You Work on What You Do (v1‐3) 
      □  I will search my mo ves with the Lord this week, confessing self‐centered ones. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

2.  Pa ence, Kindness, Envy, Pride: Where Can You Grow? (v4‐7) 
      □  The Lord and I will suss out areas of my character that need to be more Christlike. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  Since My Church Cares More about How than What, I Will Act with 
Holiness, Jus ce,  Mercy, Humility, and Truth (Ar cle 102) 

      □  I commit myself to a how, not what, mindset and I will give brotherly charity to my  
           brother who acts different than me, though guided by the same principles as me. 
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Biblical Principles for Living BPL Preamble

Article 100-1  -  Preamble
100-1.1 The Bible Fellowship Church sets forth these Biblical Principles for 
Living to inform and guide disciples of Jesus Christ in making moral decisions 
and living lives of obedience.

100-1.2 The BFC acknowledges the Scriptures as the supreme and final 
authority of faith and conduct and the Holy Spirit as the source of power and 
guidance for the believer. These principles are summaries of the biblical truth 
that reveals the Lord’s directives in various aspects of life.

100-1.3 Increasing ethnic and cultural diversity in many of the churches and 
the prospect of new congregations being formed among various people groups 
have prompted the BFC to seek to state the principles so that they may be 
understood and applied by believers in any cultural context.

100-1.4 These principles are not exhaustive in that they do not cite all that the 
Bible says in any of the aspects included and that they do not cover all areas 
of life that the Scriptures address. In the future it may become apparent that 
additional aspects of life need to be addressed and that the current principles 
may need to be reconsidered with a view to amending them after further 
reflection on the biblical truth.

100-1.5 Every believer is accountable to God for all that the Bible says.  Moral 
choices and actions should be based on the whole counsel of God. Each believer 
must faithfully read, study and review all parts of the Scriptures (2Tim.3:16,17).

100-1.6 In seeking moral guidance, the believer should study the Old Testament 
books of the Law with special focus on the Ten Commandments (Exo.20:1-17). 
The implications of the Law are explained and applied in the rest of the Old 
Testament.

100-1.7 The Lord Jesus summarized the Law in the Great Commandments 
(Mat. 22:34-40;  Mark 12:30,31) and explained the spiritual depth of the Law 
in the Sermon on the Mount (Mat.5-7). The application of the Law in the 
individual life of the believer and the corporate life of the church is set forth in 
the New Testament letters.

100-1.8 Since each believer is indwelt and empowered by the Holy Spirit, 
there is an enabling to obey God’s requirements (Rom.8:3,4).  The Spirit 
-controlled person will demonstrate the fruit of the Spirit (Gal.5:22,23).  He or 
she will receive and employ the gifts of the Spirit (1Pe.4:10,11; Rom.12:4-8; 
1Cor.12:1-11). Where the life and power of the Holy Spirit are present in an 
individual or church, the three abiding qualities, faith, hope and love, will be 
evident (1Cor.13:13; 1Thes.1:3; Rom.5:1,2). The greatest of these is love, and 
“love is the fulfillment of the law” (Rom.13:10).
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Biblical Principles for Living The Christian in Christ

Article 102-1  -  Holiness    
102-1.1  God is holy.1 He is separate from and superior to all creation.2 He is 
absolutely pure and good.3 He cannot sin and hates sin.4 Because He is holy, He 
calls people to holiness.5

102-1.2 Holiness involves a setting apart a dedicating or devoting of someone 
or something for a special purpose.6 Believers are set apart for God and called 
saints, or holy ones.7 The Bible reveals the holiness of God and declares His 
standard for a holy life.8 God’s law teaches all people are sinners and His Spirit 
convicts of sin.9 All those who belong to God are, through the work of Christ, 
declared holy and are responsible to live holy lives.10 God’s purpose is that 
every believer, through the experiences of this life, be changed into the likeness 
of His Son.11

102-1.3 Sanctification, or holy living, is progressively realized by the power of 
the  Holy Spirit.12 For Christians, there is to be a separation from all forms of evil, 
and a full surrender to the Lord.13 Believers should not participate in any group 
which demands behavior or an affirmation of beliefs that are opposed to our 
allegiance to Christ.14  They are not to continue any longer in the sinful  ways of 
the world but should rather seek to have all thoughts and actions conformed  to 
the revealed will of God.15 Sin’s control and its continued practice must cease.16

102-1.4 The church is also called to holiness.17 Believers are to encourage one 
another to live  righteously,18 warn against the dangers of all sin,19 confess and 
repent of all individual and corporate sin,20 and submit to discipline as taught 
by the Lord.21 Christian leaders have a particular responsibility to set proper 
examples of holy living.22

1 Exo.15:11; Psa.99:9; Isa.6:3
2 Psa.89:5-8; Isa.57:15; Rev.15:4
3 Psa.33:5; Hab.1:13; James 1:13
4 Exo.34:6-7; Psa.5:4-6; 1Jo.1:5
5 Lev.10:3; 19:2; Acts 17:30, 31
6 Exo.20:8; Deu.7:6; 1Pe.2:9-10
7 1Cor.1:2; Rom.1:7;  Heb.12:14
8 Exo.20:1-17; Mat.22:37-40; James 2:10
9 Rom.3:19-20; John 16:7-14; 1Tim.1:8-11
10 Rom.3:23-26; Rom.8:1-17; Heb.10:10
11 Rom.8:28-29; Phil.1:6; 2Pe.1:3-4
12 Rom.8:26-30; 2Cor.3:18; 2Thes.2:13
13 2Cor.6:14-7:1;  Eph.4:17-5:14

14 Mat.6:24; Acts 4:19,20;  Rom.12:1, 2; 
1Cor.7:23; Eph.5:11
15 Rom.12:1-2; Col.3:9-10; 1Pe.1:13-16
16 Rom.6:1-14; Titus 2:11-14; 1Pe.2:11-12; 
1Jo.2:13
17 1Cor.3:16-17; Eph.5:25-27
18 Gal.6:1-2; Heb.10:23-25
19 1Thes.5:14; James 5:19-20
20 Pro.18:13; 1Cor.5:1-2; 2Cor.2:5-8; 1Jo.1:9; 
Rev.3:19
21 Mat.18:15-17
22 Phil.3:17; Heb.13:7; 1Pe.5:1-3
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The Christian in Christ Biblical Principles for Living

Article 102-2  -  Justice   
102-2.1  By nature God is morally perfect and righteous in every way. To say that 
God is just is to affirm the rightness of His law and His faithful and consistent 
adherence to that law in His judgments.1  Justice is the perfect application of 
His law in the lives of human beings. Both human law and the application of 
that law can distort God’s justice and therefore be sinful and produce sin. Sin 
causes human beings to enact and apply laws in ways that are unjust.2 Because 
God is just, He abhors the distortions of His law.3

102-2.2  In a world of sinful people, injustice results when human beings 
are judged by such things as color of skin, ethnicity, gender, age, social, 
economic and occupational status. To evaluate people based on such external 
characteristics is inconsistent with faith in Jesus Christ.4  Those who value 
people in this way are acting out of ungodly cultural biases and sinful pride.5 
Injustice also results when persons allow their own sinful motivations, such as 
greed,6 jealousy,7 and envy,8 to shape their relationships with other people. In 
Jesus Christ such wicked and false distinctions or motivations are abolished.9

102-2.3  God’s love for humankind knows no racial, national, economic, age, 
or gender boundaries and God’s people must demonstrate this same impartial 
love.10 The proclamation of the gospel to every person regardless of location or 
status will be a matter of great priority among those who love justice.11

102-2.4 Those who value justice will seek consistent and upright applications of 
human law so that no one is denied due process because of sinful distinctions.12 
Those who love justice will seek truth and act with integrity in all relationships.

102-2.5  The quest for justice in a world distorted by sin will often yield imperfect 
and incomplete results. The people of God who love justice will repent when 
they recognize their failure to do justice and will renew their efforts to bring 
justice to those who have been denied it.13

1 Deu.10:17,18; Isa.5:6
2 Deu.16:19,20
3 Isa.10:1, 2
4 James 2:1-4
5 Lev.19:5
6  Col. 3:5
7 James 3:14
8 Gal.5:25,26
9 Gal.3:28; Eph.2:14-16
10 Acts 10:34-36
11 Rom.3:9; 1Tim.2:3,4
12 Gen.18:19
13 Mic.6:8
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Biblical Principles for Living The Christian in Christ

Article 102-3  -  Mercy
102-3.1  Mercy, the unmerited response to human need,1 finds its source 
and highest expression in God, in Whom justice and mercy meet in perfect 
harmony.2 Rather than overlook sin, God showed His mercy most clearly and 
fully by giving His beloved Son to die in our place.3

102-3.2 God the Father demonstrated His mercy in providing salvation.4 God 
the Son became the supreme example of that mercy in offering Himself for 
our sins.5 Jesus offered forgiveness to the sinner,6 acceptance to the rejected,7 
healing to the afflicted,8 food to the hungry,9 comfort to the bereaved,10 and life 
to the dead.11

102-3.3  God’s intention is that mercy characterize His people.12 In extending 
mercy, we should pattern ourselves after our Head, Jesus Christ.13 The church 
and its individual members are called to a ministry of mercy-giving,14 which 
aids in our growth and assurance of salvation.15

102-3.4  Our ministry of mercy may be limited by our resources, our discernment, 
and the Word of God,16 but it must never be limited by our bias against any 
group or individual.17 In all humility, each congregation ought to search itself 
for the presence of any cultural arrogance, of social or racial prejudice, or of 
ungodly complacency, all of which will hinder the offering of mercy. In some 
cases a congregation will need to repent of its sinful attitudes.
1 Titus 3:5-7
2 Exo.34:6,7; Psa.89:14
3 Rom.3:21-26
4 Eph.2:4,5
5 Heb.2:17
6 Mat.9:2-6
7 Mat.9:9-13
8 Mat.9:35,36
9 Mat.14:13-21
10 John 11:32-38
11 John 11:25,26,43,44
12 Mic.6:8; Mat.23:23
13 Phil.2:1-4
14 Mat.25:34-40; Gal.6:10; James 1:27
15 1Jo.3:17-19
16 2Thes.3:10; 2Jo.10,11
17 Luke 10:30-37; Mat.5:44-46
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The Christian in Christ Biblical Principles for Living

Article 102-4  -  Humility     
102-4.1  Humility is an attitude of heart and mind perfectly exemplified in the 
person and life of Christ.1 It characterizes those united with Christ,2 pleases 
God,3 and shapes both the life of the community of faith4 and the ministry of 
the Lord’s servants.5 The opposite of humility is pride, which meets divine 
resistance and anger.6

102-4.2  Humility is an acceptance of one’s true position in relationship to 
God,7 authorities, other believers,8 society,9 and all of creation.10  Its reality is 
demonstrated in joyful service and appropriate submission, seen most clearly in 
the willing self-sacrifice of Christ.

102-4.3  In the individual Christian, humility recognizes the grace of God, 
which has made each believer to be accepted in Christ. This viewpoint becomes 
a source of forgiveness and patience within the Christian community.11 The 
Christian’s love for others is greatly aided by the development of godly humility.

102-4.4  The unique servant quality of Christian leadership is a direct result 
of godly humility. Elders of the church do not dominate the congregation but 
are servants to the whole body.12 They do not desire to control, but rather to 
promote the development and enrichment of every member. As heirs of grace 
together with their brothers and sisters, Christian leaders must renounce the 
pride which creates divisions and factions13 based on secondary theological 
issues,14 on areas of Christian liberty,15 or merely on personalities.16

102-4.5  Humility encourages each church to cooperate with believers in gospel 
outreach,17 compels us to seek to meet needs of others,18 and causes us to be 
advocates for those who have none.19 Concern shown for the disadvantaged 
in our world must be expressed through ministries of mercy20 and efforts to 
promote the growth of the congregation among all kinds of people.21

1 Phil.2:5-11
2 Phil.2:1-3
3 James  4:6
4 Eph.4:1,2
5 1Cor.3:6-9
6 Pro.3:34; James 4:6; 1Pe.5:5
7 1Pe.5:6; Luke 18:14
8 Eph.4:2; Phil.2:3
9 Luke 14:11
10 Psa.8
11 Col.3:12,13

12 1Pe.5:2,3
13 1Cor.1:10
14 Gal.5:6;  Eph.4:2,3
15 Rom.14,15
16 1Cor.3:5; 4:6,7
17 Luke 9:49,50;  Phil.1:15-18
18 Gal.6:9,10
19 Psa.82:3,4; Pro.31:8, 9;  Isa.1:17
20 Rom.12:14-16
21 Luke 10: 25-37; James 2:5-10
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102-5.1 The Triune God — God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy 
Spirit — is the only true God.1 God the Father is the God of truth,2 who has 
never lied,3 and never will. He is absolutely truthful.4 Jesus, who is God the 
Son, is the truth.5 He is full of grace and truth.6 He always tells the truth.7 God 
the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Truth.8 He is the truth9 and He guides believers 
into all truth.10

102-5.2 The Word of God is truth11 and is the standard for truth. Truth does not 
change12 and the opposite of truth is falsehood. God desires13 and requires14 that 
all people speak the truth. His directives for truthfulness are found in the third15 
and ninth16 commandments. Truth is truth even if it is not understood or fully 
disclosed.17 The failure to be truthful, including deceitfulness, is sin.18 Lying is 
among the sins of unbelievers that will be judged in hell.19 Believers who lie are 
disciplined by the Lord, possibly even to the point of death.20

102-5.3  The believer and the believing community are commanded to be 
truthful.21 This includes keeping promises and honoring contracts, whether 
written or oral.  In speaking the truth believers  may formally call God to witness 
with an oath or simply affirm the truth of their statements.22 The Christian and 
the church must keep their promises even when it is costly to do so.23 

102-5.4  In the Scriptures, truth and integrity stand together.24 Integrity is 
soundness, wholeness, consistency of character. Without truth there is no 
integrity.25 God is pleased with integrity26 and judges accordingly.27 Integrity 
protects believers28 and upholds them through difficult times in life.29 It provides 
security and guidance for a believer’s life.30 All teaching of God’s truth must 
show integrity.31 Truth and integrity must be lived out in love so that the body 
of Christ might mature.32

102-5.5  To fail to keep one’s word is a lack of integrity, betraying the trust of 
others and dishonoring the God of truth.33

1 John 17:3
2 Isa.65:16
3 Num.23:19; Titus 1:2
4 Isa.45:23; John 3:33
5 John 14:6
6 John 1:14; Eph.4:21
7 John 8:40,45,46; 16:7; Rev.3:7,14
8 John 14:16, 17; 1Jo.4:6
9  1Jo.5:7
10 John 14:16,17, 26
11 John 17:17
12 Psa.119:89,160
13 Psa.51:6

14 Exo.23:1; Psa.34:12-14; 
Eph.4:15,25

15 Exo.20:7; Lev.19:12
16 Exo.20:16
17 Mark 4:33,34; John 16:12
18 Mark 7:22;  Rom.1:29
19 Psa.5:6,9,10; Rev.21:8; 

22:14,15
20 Jer.9:4-9; Acts 5:1-10
21 Col.3:8,9
22 Mat.26:63,64; 2Cor.1:23; 

Heb.6:16,17; James 5:12
23 Psa.15:1-4

24 Job 27:4,5; Mat.22:15,16; 
2Cor.1:17-20

25 Isa.59:3,4
26 1Chr.29:17
27 Psa.7:8
28 Psa.25:21
29 Psa.41:12
30 Pro.10:9; 11:3
31 Titus 2:7
32 Eph.4:14-16
33 Mat.5:33-37

Article 102-5  -  Truth and Integrity    
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