
Marital Bliss 

Matthew 19:1-12 

1.  Jesus Reminds Us of the Ideal of Marital Oneness (v3‐6) 
      □  I will value my spouse above all other people, including myself.  I will use my me  
           and my words to invest in strengthening my marriage. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  Jesus Wants You to Strive for Oneness (v7‐9) 
      □  I will iden fy issues and a tudes that are pushing us apart rather than pulling us  
           together.  We are going to address things and move forward closer together. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  Jesus Disregards Cultural Values in Favor of Oneness (v10‐15) 
      □  I will explore ways that I have injured my marriage by adop ng worldly ideas  
           about marriage and in macy, confessing it to the Lord. 
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Biblical Principles for Living The Christian in Personal Relationships

Article 103-4  -  The Family
103-4.1 The family was divinely ordained by God at creation and is basic in 
God’s dealings with man. God’s revealed pattern for the family is the marriage 
of one man and one woman and includes their children and others who may 
reside with them. Each marriage establishes a new family.1

103-4.2 The foundation for right relationships in the family is submission, one 
to another, out of reverence for Christ.2 The husband is the head of the family as 
Christ is the head of the church.3 As such, he should fear the Lord; love, nurture, 
and encourage his family; provide materially for them; take the lead in burden 
bearing and problem-solving; and through godly living and prayer give them 
wise and effective spiritual leadership.4 He is to love his wife and live with her 
in a compassionate and understanding way.5 The wife should fear the Lord,6 
submit to and respect her husband as the church is to submit to Christ,7 and 
demonstrate loving and diligent concern for her household.8

103-4.3 The biblical pattern for a married couple is to have children and to 
manage the home.9 Some may elect not to have children for valid reasons. 
Other couples may choose to adopt children. Adoption is a God-honoring 
way to demonstrate unconditional love by building families and bringing up 
children in a loving and godly home.10 Some couples may be providentially 
prevented from having children.  In each of these cases  the church must not be 
judgmental.11 Where married couples choose to use artificial birth control, great 
care must be exercised to use only those forms which clearly do not cause an 
abortion.12

103-4.4 When more than one income seems necessary and added employment is 
considered, the couple must carefully evaluate the impact on their relationship 
and children.13 The decision should be made only after prayer, interaction, 
counsel,14 and mutual consent.15

103-4.5  Within the church there exist family units that require special attention 
and mercy from the church. With prayer, loving support, wise counsel, and 
God’s abundant grace these families can be nurtured.16 The church should 
gladly and unwaveringly supply comfort, encouragement, affirmation, and 
deep fellowship for all family units.

103-4.6  Children are gifts and blessings from God.17 The family is the primary 
setting in which to nurture children in the faith. Great care is to be exercised by 
parents, and by fathers in particular, to build Christian families and lead them 
in worship.18 The father is not to exasperate his children,19 but to bring them up 
in the training and instruction of the Lord.20
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Biblical Principles for Living The Christian in Personal Relationships

Article 103-5  -  Divorce
103-5.1 Divorce is the breaking of the marriage covenant instituted and 
ordained of God. God hates it because it is inconsistent with His purpose1 and 
creates problems for all those associated with it. It is not permitted for any 
reason other than adultery,2 and should be considered only after careful and 
prayerful attempts for forgiveness and reconciliation.3 Scripture permits but 
never requires that a person divorce a marriage partner who has committed 
adultery.4

103-5.2 People divorced for reasons other than that allowed by Scripture 
ought not marry another, but be reconciled, and seek God’s resolution for the 
breakdown of the marriage.5 Divorced persons must seek forgiveness for any 
sin that led to, or is associated with, their divorce. They should seek the grace 
of God for their spiritual growth and healing.6

103-5.3 The church should seek to prevent divorce by offering both premarital 
counseling and ongoing opportunities for marital instruction.7 The principles 
that make for a godly marriage should be evident in the life and example of 
every Christian family, especially the leadership of the church.8

103-5.4 By the grace of God, those who have been divorced and those who have 
married divorced persons, if they give evidence of forgiveness and Christian 
living, may be admitted to church membership and do not forfeit the privilege 
of serving within the Church.9 The elders of each particular church should 
evaluate the circumstances surrounding a divorce or remarriage in order to 
assure obedience to Scripture and confirm or establish the legitimacy of any 
remarriage.10

103-5.5 The church should counsel those considering divorce to seek other 
solutions to the problems in their relationships. There are times when a church 
is called upon to exercise discipline towards those who are seeking or who 
have obtained a divorce. There are also times when a church is called upon 
to exercise discipline towards those who are seeking to remarry, or who 
have already remarried. Remarriage  is permissible for those who have been 
legitimately divorced or whose return to the former partner is determined by the 
elders, as they study the Scriptures, to be impossible.11 Individuals involved in 
these circumstances must submit themselves to the Word of God in their present 
situation.12

103-5.6 The responsibility of the church towards people considering divorce, 
remarriage, or those who have been divorced or remarried, is always to apply 
the Word of God in love.13 The goal of this ministry is to restore any break in 
their fellowship with God and with the life of the church, to preserve the purity 
of the church14, and to clear the reputation of a person.
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3 Living by Law or Spirit Gala ans 5:13‐26 

10 It’s Not What, It’s How 1 Corinthians 13:1‐7 

17 Our Differences Romans 14:1‐23 
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