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June New Summer Series “What Does 
God Say About ______”?  

3 Living by Law or Spirit Gala ans 5:13‐26 

10 It’s Not What, It’s How 1 Corinthians 13:1‐7 

17 Our Differences Romans 14:1‐23 

24 Marital Bliss Ma hew 19:1‐12 

July   

1 Made in God’s Image 
with Mark Hargrove Ma hew 22:15‐22 

8 Jus ce and Mercy 
with Daryl Crawford  Deuteronomy 10:17‐19 

15 Sharing Our Faith 
with Dan Allen 1 Peter 3:13‐16 

22 Romance 1 Corinthians 6:12‐19 

29 My Neighbor Luke 10:25‐37 

August   

5 Community Ephesians 2:11‐22 

12 The Spirit World Ephesians 6:10‐20 

19 Substance Use Ephesians 5:6‐18 

26 Reconciling Friendships Ephesians 2:25‐32 



Ar cle 103‐3 Sexual Holiness 
103‐3.1 A life of sexual holiness is a life lived by faith, believing that what God 
says about the purposes and parameters of sexual expression is both true and 
good.1 When a believer’s thoughts and ac ons are not in conformity to the 
revealed will of God, they are to repent of their sin, submit to His lordship, and 
pursue delight in what God has ordained. 
103‐3.2 The purpose of sexual expression has been given to mankind by his 
Creator. The sexual union between a man and a woman was created, in part, 
to image the unity of the Godhead and God’s covenantal rela onship with His 
people.2 In addi on, sexual union was given for the procrea on of children and 
for the mutual enjoyment of husband and wife.3 
God created the human race into two complementary sexes (“male and  
female”). This dis nc on is the first fact men oned in connec on with  
mankind being made in the image of God.4 The first marriage, and thus the 
first sexual act, was a recogni on, expression, and celebra on of this  
complementary dis nc on. God designed sexual union such that two  
complementary sexual halves, one man and one woman, come together and 
become a sexual whole. The Bible refers to this sexual union as becoming “one 
flesh.” This “one flesh” sexual union between the first man and his wife  
establishes the pa ern and standard of sexual expression for all of  
humanity.5 The par cipa on in, or promo on of, any sexual act other than this 
“one flesh” union, within the marriage covenant,6 or the willful neglect of this 
sexual union is a sinful disregard of its intended purpose and fails to glorify 
God in our bodies.7 
Sexual expression is authorized within the bond of marriage between male and 
female. God’s name is glorified when the sexual union between male and  
female within the bond of marriage is honored and protected.8 God is  
dishonored when His design for sexual union is disregarded and perverted, and 
He will not allow this perversion to go unpunished.9 In addi on, sexual  
expression outside the biblical standard corrupts the ideal in human  
rela onships and prevents human flourishing.10 
103‐3.3 There is hope in Jesus Christ for the sexual sinner, not only for  
forgiveness but also for the transforma on and redirec on of life.11 The ba le 
against improper sexual desires may persist un l our weak and fallen bodies 
are raised anew with Christ, but the present resurrec on power of the  
indwelling Holy Spirit enables the repentant sinner to overcome the controlling 
influences of sinful fleshly impulses.12 When a person comes to repentance and 
faith in Jesus Christ, he is freed from sin’s guilt through forgiveness and  
liberated from sin’s tyrannical power by the Holy Spirit.13 
103‐3.4 We are to approach all sin, including sexual sin in the Church, with  
humility and sacrificial resolve.14 We need to recognize and convey that we are 
all fallen creatures15 whose present joy and hope lies in the result of Christ’s 

persistent and tender mercy on our behalf. We need to demonstrate that 
same mercy with one another as we heal and grow together as rescued sinners 
into the fullness of Christ. In love, we must also exhort all who profess faith in 
Christ to obey His commands and pursue His holiness in all facets of their lives. 
If that appeal is rejected and sexual sin persists without repentance, we must 
be willing to pursue loving discipline with the hope of restoring the sinner and 
guarding the life of Christ’s body.16 
1 Gen. 1:27, 2:24; 1 Cor. 6:19‐20. 
2 Gen. 2:24; Mark 10:6‐9 (cf. Deut. 6:4); Mal. 2:14‐15; 1 Cor. 6:14‐19; Eph. 5:30‐32. 
3 Gen 1:27‐28; Song of Solomon 7:6. 
4 Gen 1:27. 
5 Gen. 2:24; Mal. 2:14; Ma . 19:4; Mk. 10:7‐8; 1 Cor. 6:16; Eph. 5:31. 
6 Mal. 2:14. 
7 1 Corinthians 6:20, 7:2‐5. 
8 Gen. 2:24; 1 Cor. 7:1‐5; 1 Cor. 6:9‐11, 13, 18‐20; Eph. 5:30‐32; Heb. 13:4. 
9 Lev. 18:1‐30; Ex. 20:14; Ma . 5:28; Rom. 1:25‐27; 1 Cor. 6:9‐11; Eph. 5:3; Col. 3:5‐6; 1 Thess. 

4:3‐8; 1 Tim. 1:10; Heb. 13:4; Jude 7; Rev. 21:8, 22:15. 
10 Gen. 19:30–38; 2 Sam. 11:3–12:23; Ps. 51; 2 Sam. 13; Ma . 14:1–12; Mk. 6:14‐29. 
11 1 Cor.6:11. 
12 Gal. 5:16‐25; Titus 2:11‐14. 
13 Rom. 8:1,2. 
14 Gal. 6:1. 
15 Rom. 3:9, 23; Pro. 20:9. 
16 Ma . 18:15‐17 
 
 
Ar cle 154 – Sexual Immorality 
154‐1 God’s Word declares that the expression of sexual rela ons is authorized 
only in the union of male and female within the bond of marriage.1 Any sexual 
act outside this biblical standard is sinful in God’s sight.  
154‐2 The Bible teaches that ac vi es such as adultery, bes ality, fornica on, 
homosexuality (i.e. indulging in a lust for or engaging in a sexual act with a 
member of the same sex), incest, polygamy, and sexual lust are perversions of 
God’s created order.2  
154‐3 It is a viola on of the Word of God to admit into church membership or 
office any unrepentant man or woman engaged in sexual immorality because 
such unrepentance invalidates a Chris an profession of faith.3 When a church 
member yields to sexual immorality, the Bible requires that fellow believers 
use the means of church discipline in order to urge the individual to repent and 
be restored.4  
1 Gen.2:24.  
2 Ex. 20:14,17; Lev. 18:6‐23; 20:13; Ma . 19:4‐6; Rom. 1:25‐27; 1 Cor. 6:9‐10, 7:3‐5,9; Heb. 13:4; 

Rom. 13:13‐14, Ma . 5:27‐28.  
3 1 Cor. 6:9‐10.  
4 Mat.18:15‐17.  


